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Personnel Plans Announced for 
'47 # s Trek Across Plains 

A nation-attracting spectacle is forecast for the SUP motors 
cade “trek" from Nauvoo, Illinois to Salt Lake City, July 14- 


22, as plans, go forward fo: 
as closely as possible the Mo 
Interest at present is in 
the trek, which will include 



“Every man in Utah grow¬ 
ing a “Centennial beard" is 
the slogan of the SUP Beard 
Growing Contest committee, 
headed by Brigham Spencer 
Young, fifth generation des¬ 
cendant of Brigham Young, 
committee chairman* Chair¬ 
man Yeung’s associates are 
Judge Clifford L. Ashton and 
Maurice Clayton. 

The contest will begin Mon¬ 
day, June 2, the day follow¬ 
ing Brigham Young’s birthday 
anniversary, and will continue 
until July 22, centennial of the 
arrival in Salt Lake Valley 
of Orson Pratt’s vanguard of 
the first company of pioneers. 
State finals will be held on that 
day, local finals being con¬ 
ducted July 19. 

Already Chairman Young’s 
committee has gathered an ar¬ 
ray of imposing prizes, which 
will be awarded winners in six 
classes: (1) Porter Rockwell 

class—longest, (2} Thomas h. 
Kane class—most distinguish¬ 
ed, (3' Perrigrine Sessions 
class—darkest, (4) William 
Clayton class—most unique, 
(5) Anson Call class—thick¬ 
est, and (6) Lot Smith class— 
brightest. 


• the journey, which will follow 
rmon pioneer trail, 
the selection of the personnel for 
143 men, three women, and two 
hoys, representing those who 
comprised Brigham Young’s 
original company. Generally, 
personnel will be selected on a 
pro rata basis among chapters, 
according to their registered 
membership January 1, 1947. 
A few places will be reserved 
for persons of special talent, 
all descendants of Utah’s pio¬ 
neers, who will assist in the 
eight encampment programs 
along the trail. The Personnel 
Committee, of which John W. 
Bond is chairman, will release 
quotas to chapter presidents 
early in January. Officers of 
local chapters will be in charge 
of making selections to repre¬ 
sent their groups. 

Meanwhile, other trek com¬ 
mittees are busy at work. Wil¬ 
lard R. Smith, chairman of the 
finance and ornamentation 
committee, is negotiating with 
a Salt Lake planing mill to fa¬ 
shion the bows for the “white 
tops" that will adorn the 72 
cars in the caravan, represent¬ 
ing the same number of wagons 
in Brigham Young’s group. 

William E. Nelson, chairman 
of the food committee, has al¬ 
ready placed antelope and elk 
meat in the larder, and is now' 
arranging for buffalo, bear and 
deer meat. (There will be 
some good, tender beef, also.) 
His committee has named 
J. W. R. Robinson, chef at 
Salt Lake City’s exclusive Alta 
Club, and pioneer descendant, 
to prepare the food enroute. 

A ■ v e a d y highway patrol 
chiefs in the states through 
which Lie caravan will proceed 
have agreed to provide police 
escort lor the caravan. 

Every effort is being made by 
committees in charge to pro¬ 
duce a replica in most every re¬ 
spect of the hegira of Brigham 
Young’s first company, Parti- 

Continued on page 4 














Six Named to 

Advisory 

Committee 


Emigration Chapter 
Names Leaders, Plans 


River Marking 
Plans 

x^lnnounced 


Six prominent members of 
the Sons of Utah Pioneers have 
been named to the advisory 
committee on beautification of 
the highway which will be con¬ 
structed over the old Mormon 
trail from Henefer, Utah to the 
massive “This Is The Place” 
monument being erected at the 
mouth of Emigration canyon 
east of Salt Lake City. 

SUP committee members 
include Julian Bamburger, Geo¬ 
rge A. Parry, I. A. Smoot, Joel 
Richards, R. H. Wootton, and 
Parley P. Giles. Other com¬ 
mittee members .are drawn 
from the Utah Pioneer Trails 
and Landmark Association, 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 
This Is The Place Monument 
Commission, and Young Men’s 
Mutual Improvement Associa¬ 
tion. 



Aldon Jr. Anderson, promin¬ 
ent young Salt Lake City at¬ 
torney has been named chair¬ 
man of the Emigration Chapter 
in Salt Lake City, succeeding 
Willard Lyman, who resigned 
because of business duties 
which take him out of the 
state. 

Assisting Bro. Anderson in 
the Emigration chapter are 
Stanford P. Darger, T. Robert 
High am, Ross Beatie, vice 
presidents, and George I. Can¬ 
non, secretary-treasurer. 

Among the projects planned 
by the Emigration group is 
that of gilding the eagle on Salt 
Lake City’s famous Eagle Gate. 
Eagle Gate was designed by 
Truman O. Angell, a member 
of Brigham Young's band of 
original pioneers and architect 
for the Salt Lake Temple. 


* * 



V 


Another innovation 
which fills a real need in 
Utah was started recently 
by the Sons of Utah Pio¬ 
neers with the appoint¬ 
ment of Parley Giles to 
set in motion a river¬ 
marking program. 

Aimed to acquaint citi¬ 
zens and tourists with the 
historically important riv¬ 
ers and washes in the 
state, and to serve as a 
guide to all road travel¬ 
ers, the project has re¬ 
ceived the enthusiastic 
backing of Ray Leavitt 
and the State Road Com¬ 
mission which he directs. 
Mr. Leavitt notified Bro. 
Giles that the work would 
be started soon. 

Son of John D. Giles, 
well known leader in the 
Utah Trails and Land¬ 
marks Association. Par¬ 
ley has a real interest in 
things historical. Because 
of this interest he was ap¬ 
pointed as historian of the 
Sons of Utah Pioneers and 
named as head of the 
river marking committee. 



Notes from The 
Cha pters _ 


Progress Marks Chapter Reports 


Los Angeles 

The honor of becoming the 
home of the first SUP chapter 
out of Utah is that of Los An¬ 
geles, California, where a thriv¬ 
ing luncheon club, with 35 
charter members, has been 
created. 

John F. Howells, former 
captain of the University of 
Utah football team and now 
an insurance executive, was or¬ 
ganizing chairman of the Los 
Angeles group. R. L. Kirkham 
has been elected first president. 

In his address before the 
Salt Lake Luncheon Club, Wed¬ 
nesday, Dec. 4, President Geo. 
Albert Smith paid particular 
tribute to the newly created 
Los Angeles group. 



Cache County f 

Cache County, Utah, where 
there have been several active 
SUP chapters for sometime, 
now boasts a luncheon club. 
The new organization, with 
twenty charter members, has 
been designated “Temple Fork 
Camp,” with headquarters in 
Logan. 

The new unit was created 
through the leadership of Judge 
Jesse P. Rich, chairman of 
Cache County SUP. 



Lehi 

J. Maiben Stephenson has 
recently been elected secretary 
of the Lehi, Utah SUP chap¬ 
ter, succeeding E. N. Webb, 
who resigned because of ill 
health. 

The Lehi group, headed by 
Chairman George S. Peterson, 
is pushing ahead with plans 
for Utah’s Centennial. 
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Entertainment Planned for 
Pioneer Encampment Spots 


* L t ^ ^ 

Projects Stir" 'J 
Chapters to 
Competition 

Pioneer business firms 
of Utah are being encour¬ 
aged to give prizes and 
trophies to the SUP for 
the chapter Projects con¬ 
test. according to Fred E. 
Curtis, chairman, of the 
committee. Already four 
Salt Lake firms : —Daynes 
Jewelry, Z. C. M. I., Des¬ 
eret News and Auerbach's 
—have promised to give 
trophies to the contest. 

Chairman Curtis asked 
that all SUP members 
throughout the state en¬ 
courage pioneer firms in 
their area to enter prizes 
and contact the Projects 
committee of their desire 
to do so. 

An interesting develop¬ 
ment in the contest is an 
offer by the Auerbach 
Company in Salt Lake to 
open up all their windows 
for a whole month in the 
summer of 1947 for chap¬ 
ters to enter displays with 
a pioneer theme. Auer¬ 
bach's has promised to 
provide manikins specially 
ordered from the East for 
this purpose and the other 
props and materials neces¬ 
sary. The chapter is to 
supply the theme and the 
pioneer articles and souv¬ 
enirs, which will be insur¬ 
ed during the 30 days by 
the Auerbach Company. 

Each chapter to enter 
a window' display will be 
paid $50 on their pioneer 
project by Auerbach’s. Ac¬ 
cording to Bishop Curtis, 
the company has made 
this offer because of * its 
interest in pioneer history. 
Company representatives 
have promised that no ad¬ 
vertising will be placed in 
the window's used for pio¬ 
neer displays throughout 
the month. 

“All chapters should be 
interested in this unique 
opportunity,” Bishop Cur¬ 
tis said, “and they should 
begin laying their plans 
for a window now,” 


Programs featuring music, 
dramatics, and speech-making 
will be presented at evening 
encampments by members of 
the SUP Nauvoo-to-Salt Lake 
caravan July 14-22. 

According to present plans 
of the program committee, 
there will be short dramatiza¬ 
tions of significant pioneer in¬ 
cidents on some of the pro¬ 
grams. A chorus, under the 
direction of George C. Lloyd, 
is now rehearsing pioneer 
songs. Short, significant talks 
by SUP leaders on pioneer 
themes will be given at each 
encampment. 

Evening encampments will 
be held at the following his¬ 
toric places: 

Weber and Cache 
Wage Contest 

Weber (Utah) County chap¬ 
ter members have accepted a 
challenge from Cache (Utah) 
valley SUP leaders for a com¬ 
petitive pioneer dance festival. 

According to preliminary 
plans, dancers from the two 
groups will cavort in a ball¬ 
room of a neutral town, with 
the applause of the audience 
determining the winners. 
Square dances of all types will 
be on the program. 

The Weber County SUP 
chapter has been assigned to 
take charge of Ogden’s mam¬ 
moth Centennial parade on 
July 24, 1947, according to 
Chairman Rulon S. Draney. 

This is one of many activi¬ 
ties on the Centennial slate of 
the Ogden organization. 

Burbidge Elected 
To Board 

Grant M. Burbidge, chair¬ 
man of the Pioneer (Salt Lake 
City) SUP chapter, was recent¬ 
ly named a member of Salt 
Lake City’s board of educa¬ 
tion in a city-wide election. 

Assistants to Chairman 
Curtis who have helped 
to formulate a complete 
program are Gates 
Knight. Dennis Murphy 
and Aldon Jr. Anderson. 


Monday, July 14, 1947— 
Nauvoo, Illinois, last temple 
city of the Mormons before 
emigrating to Salt Lake Valley. 

Tuesday, July 15, 1947— 
Garden Grove, Iowa, a promin¬ 
ent camping place for Mormon 
pioneers on the trail from Nau¬ 
voo to Council Bluffs and Win¬ 
ter Quarters. 

Wednesday, July 16, 1947— 
Winter Quarters (Omaha), Ne¬ 
braska, where the pioneer re¬ 
fugees wintered during 1946- 
47, during which time approxi¬ 
mately 600 of them perished. 
Winter Quarters was also the 
starting place for the trek to 
the West. 

Thursday, July 17, 1947— 
North Platte, Nebraska, pio¬ 
neer campsite in the midst of 
what was then great buffalo 
country and also the hunting 
grounds of the Pawnees. 

Friday, July 18, 1947—Fort 
Laramie, Wyoming, a historic 
fort which the pioneers visited. 
At the time it was a booming 
trading post where Sioux In¬ 
dians brought buffalo robes by 
the thousands. 

Saturday, July 19, 1947- 
Independence Rock, Wyoming, 
famous pioneer landmark. 
Many pioneer names are car¬ 
ved into the surface of this 
leviathan mound of stone in 
the midst of the plains. 

Sunday, July 20, 1947— 
Fort Bridger, Wyoming, head¬ 
quarters of Jim Bridger, the 
frontiersman who discovered 
Great Salt Lake, and stopping 
place for Brigham Young’s pio¬ 
neer company. 

Report from 
Cedar City 

Cedar City, Utah is now in 
the process of organizing an 
SUP chapter, with the follow¬ 
ing newly appointed officers: 
Lanell N. Hunt, chairman; Wil¬ 
liam Flanigan, vice-chairman, 
and Reid Cox, secretary-trea¬ 
surer. 

Gustive 0. Larson, director 
of the L.D.S. Institute in Cedar, 
has been a moving power in 
the creation of the chapter 
there, though he himself does 
not claim pioneer ancestry. 
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"Know Your Utah Week" 
Opens Big Centennial Year 


“Know Your Utah Week”, the first event on Utah’s offi¬ 
cial Centennial calendar, will be held January 4-10. Sponsored 
by the Sons of Utah Pioneers, the “week” has all the elements 
of becoming an outstanding annual event. 

Ray L. Alston, chairman of the committee in charge, an¬ 
nounces that churches, civic clubs and schools throughout the 
state will observe “Know Your 
Utah Week” with special pro¬ 
grams, pageants, and speeches. 

The purpose of the week, which 
begins on the fifty-first anni¬ 
versary day of Utah’s achiev¬ 
ing statehood, is to implant 
witnin Utr Hns a desire to learn 
mere about their state, past 
and present, particularly in 
view of forthcoming Centennial 
commemorations. Local SUP 
chapters are sponsoring special 
events in their communities. 

Governor Herbert B. Maw- 
on Saturday, December 14, of¬ 
ficial proclaimed “Know Your 
Utah Week”, urging citizens 
“to promote a better under¬ 
standing of the history and 
background of our state, our 
rights under the law and the 
spirit of our constitution to the 
end that patriotism, good citi¬ 
zenship and devotion to our 
fair state may abound in the 
hearts of all.” 

Members of the committee 
in charge, in addition to Mr. 

Alston, include: Richard 

James, press; Clark N. Stohl, 
radio; R. Emerson Curtis, clubs 
and churches; Lee Nebeker, 
schools; E, E. Monson, procla¬ 
mation;- and Tracy Welling, 
municipalities. 




Trek Personnel 


Continued 


eipants w ui wear pioneer 
clothes. Menus will follow 
chose of the first company as 
much as is feasible. The group 
will he organized with com¬ 
panies of tens. There will be 
horns for calls to meals and 
meetings. Cars will form en¬ 
circlements. Pioneer music 
will fill the air at nights. 

The committee suggests that 
all SUP members who are in- 


from page 1 

terested in becoming members 
of the caravan so notify their 
chapter officers. Quotas will 
be given to •'banters shortly 
after January 1, and all per¬ 
sonnel, except the two boys, 
will be chosen before Febru¬ 
ary 15. The two ranking Boy 
Scouts of Utah, as of April 1, 
1947, will represent the two 
boys, Lorenzo Z Young and 
Isaac Perry Decker, in Brig¬ 
ham Young's group. 


Men are always inter¬ 
ested in the person who 
prepares their meals. That 
is why wives get to much 
attention. So, those who 
go on 1947’s big Centen¬ 
nial trek across the plains 
will want to know all 
about the man who wields 
the pots and pans. 

J. W. R, Robinson, call-, 
ed “Joe” or “Bill”, which¬ 
ever you prefer, brings to 
the job of trek chef more 
than 15 years of cuisine 
experience. He has not 
only cooked in some of 
San Francisco’s and Salt 
Lake’ best eating places, 
but he is also an ardent 
outdoorsman who loves 
nothing better than cook¬ 
ing over an open fire. 
Added to this background 
Bill also has pioneer for- 
bearers and he has a 
knowledge of the diet of 
the original pioneer party. 

Bill tells of an early 
cooking experience which 
indicates an ability to feed 
large numbers. On one 
occasion in Oakland he 
and four others prepared 
T-Bone Steaks over a 
charcoal fire for 1700 
school teachers . . and it 
was done in 25 minutes. 

With his wife, Elinor 
Cannon Robinson, and 
little daughter Joan, Bill 
fives at 27d S. Capitol in 
Salt Lake. The Robinson 
family moved to Salt Lake 
from San Francisco in the 
summer of 1944. In San 
Franc i sen Bill had cooked 
at the Clift and Sir Fran¬ 
cis Drake hotels. He had 
also seen cooking service 
on the Matson Line ships 
on their Pacific ocean run. 














